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15 February 2007 

To: Mr Boris Sorkin 

Managing Director, Information Agency “REGNUM” 

Pravdi 21 stroenie 1, Moscow 125040, Russia

Fax: +7 495 2594639

Cc: Mr Alexander Haev

Director, Central Regional Administration of Rosohrancultura

Malaya Nikitskaya str. 12, Moscow 630091, Russia

Fax: + 7 495 2904573


Dear Mr Sorkin,

The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) is an international public interest law organisation, which monitors Roma rights and provides legal defence in cases of human rights abuse of Roma. The ERRC is concerned about the regular linkage of Roma with crime in the reports of your agency, which incite anti-Romani sentiment in society. 

In 2006 and 2007, report titles on the Internet portal “REGNUM” referred to Roma solely as criminals. For example: “Dangerous horses have been stolen by Roma” (9 April 2006), “Roma robbed an old lady who allowed them to stay at her home of 30 thousands rubles” (12 April 2006), “Roma are on trial in Birobidjan for drug dealing” (3 July 2006), “Roma in the Nizhegorodsky region stole a truck with tomatoes from a resident of Krasnodarsky region” (28 August 2006), “Two Roma are detained in Achinsk for selling heroin” (19 September 2006), and “The police detained a Romani man who kidnapped an 8-month-old baby” (17 January 2007). According to unofficial statistics, the number of Roma living in Russia is more then 1 million,
 but given the above, your audience would be lead to believe that all Roma are engaged in theft and drug dealing.
Aside from the provocative titles mentioned above, the reports themselves show the tendency of journalists to perpetuate an ongoing stereotype of widespread criminality amongst Roma. In particular, in a report from 28 September 2006 entitled “A Romani robber has been identified by a shoe”, the author wrote: “In a hurry he has lost his shoe at the place of the crime. This detail helped the policemen to discover that the attacker was, probably, Romani.” A report from 23 January 2007 entitled “In Ivanovsky region the mortality rate has grown because of drug overdose” included the following ethnic statistics about persons engaged in drug dealing: “137 Russians, 13 Roma, 7 Azerbaijanis were brought to responsibility”. Nevertheless, the author affirms, “[…] mostly Roma are engaged in a drug dealing in Ivanovsky Region”. The author explains the fact that the overwhelming majority of detained persons are ethnic Russians by stating, “Roma are sneakier, quicker and more dexterous.”
Regrettably, the foregoing is by no means a comprehensive list of reports appearing in “REGNUM” in which Roma are associated with crime. 

Dear Mr Sorkin, the ERRC is concerned that the articles appearing in your newspaper incite racial hatred and contribute to the development of hostile attitudes toward Roma. We remind you that Article 29(2) of the Constitution of the Russian Federation prohibits propaganda instigating national or racial hatred. In addition, Article 4(a) of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, to which the Russian Federation is a party, binds states to “declare an offence punishable by law all dissemination of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, as well as all acts of violence or incitement to such acts against any race or group of persons of another color or ethnic origin, [...].”
We urge you and the staff of your agency to take a firm stand against anti-Romani hate speech and to refrain from publishing reports that incite further hatred and intolerance of Roma. We welcome further discussion of these matters with you.

Sincerely,

Claude Cahn

Programmes Director

� European Roma Rights Centre, 2005. In Search of Happy Gypsies: Persecution of Pariah Minorities in Russia. Budapest, p.23.
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